Kidsgrove and District
Newsletter – Oct 2017
For your diaries
All monthly meetings are at Butt Lane Community Centre, Lower Ash Road (next to the Fire
Station) – 1.30pm for 2pm start
October 31st – Tim Coltman, “The Story of Two Crosses”. How the most decorated “soldier” in
WW1 never fired a shot in anger.
November 28th – cartoonist Les Pickford
December – no normal meeting (it would have been on Boxing Day) but instead we have a
Christmas Party on Tuesday Dec 12th at the normal time and place.

Chester Christmas Market trip
At the time of writing there were still a few seats available for this trip on Monday Dec 4th. Please
see Helen at the October 31st meeting to book your place. For those of you who have already
booked, Helen will be collecting your fare of £10 per person at the same meeting.

Christmas Party
December 12th 1.30 at Butt Lane Community Centre. Details are not yet finalised but I’m pretty
sure there will be food and drinks (non-alcoholic unless you bring your own). Mince pies and cakes
are fairly certain, sausage rolls and other party fare are likely though I can’t guarantee figgy
pudding. There is also a likelihood that entertainment, possibly involving music and probably
involving silly games, will occur (it’s very difficult to prevent that sort of thing). All members are
welcome and with any luck a good time will be had by all.

Group Reports
A quiet time for group reports this month. The French group is, at least for the moment, not
meeting. Music Appreciation met but a clash of dates with a Theatre group outing meant there were
not many present. The Ukelele group is settling down nicely and getting more and more musical
with every meeting.

Philosophy
This group has welcomed several new members recently, livening discussions up still further.
We’re still working our way through an apparently never ending list of subjects proposed by the
members. Not all are Philosophy in any traditional sense but we find ourselves able to wax fairly
philosophical about the majority of them.

Poetry Appreciation
Samuel Taylor Coleridge turned out to be a rather complex character. Best known for “The Rime of
the Ancient Mariner” and “Kubla Khan” he is regarded as one of the most important English poets
of his time. Together with his friend William Wordsworth he is credited with founding the English
Romantic movement. On the other hand he was also an opium junkie, misogynist and had some
rather odd political views.
In November we are having a change and instead of covering one poet we will be taking a look at a
particular poetic form, the sonnet. So sort out a few of your favourites sonnets and come along to
discuss them on Tuesday November 21st at 2pm upstairs in Kidsgrove Library.

Walking
Interesting times recently with several of the intrepid members stepping in to lead walks and so
realising the effort involved finding a suitably scenic route with an appropriately located pub. There
is after all little point in walking anywhere if there isn’t a pub involved.
Hilary perhaps got a little carried away and led her intrepid crew all the way to Hanley Park. The
pub stop was at Festival Park and then they walked all the way back. All survived. Normal service
was resumed for a while then Ian had a go, guiding a happy throng round Sandbach and Wheelock
and back to a Wetherspoons. But note all the sunshine and blue skies. Great walking weather.

Contacts
You can find a complete list of committee members with their telephone numbers in the last “Grey
Matters” newsletter. A few useful contacts are included here:
Chair
Membership Secretary
Newsletter/Website/
Group Coordinator

Hilary Coombes
01782 782250
email: hil.coombes@gmail.com
Liz Staffell
01782 461782
email: lizstaffell@talktalk.net
Steve Lewin
01782 788216
email: slewin@hotmail.com

Up to date information can be found on our website at https://kidsgroveu3a.wordpress.com
We also have a Facebook page at www.facebook.com/kidsgroveu3a where you are welcome to add
your questions, comments or information about anything related to our U3A activities.

